3 e e

q’liumﬁ\@

ANNUAL REPORT

AND

BALANCE SHEET

For the Year ended 31st December,
1947

To be presented at the
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
at Town Hall, Hammersmith, W .6

Friday, 27¢th February, 1948
at 7.30 p.m.




26th ANNUAL REPORT, 1947

During the past year, a year which has on the whole been a successful one, pride of place must be given
to our great successes at Water Polo. In 1946 it was evident that we had quickly recovered from the long
break necessitated by World War II, and that, with a little more strength in one or two positions, we would
have an extremely good chance of once again winning the National title. Barly in 1947 it was soon to be
seen that there was great enthusiasm in the Club and large numbers of players presented themselves for
training long before the season began.

Building a good side, with capable reserves in key positions, the senior team showed in the first few
games of the season that they were a very sound combination indeed, and both second and third teams
seemed unbeatable in their own particular spheres. The draw for the National title was awaited with interest
and we noted with some slight misgiving that we again had to travel to Weston-Super-Mare, providing
we won our first round match with Kingsbury S.C. However, all this .is now history and we went on to
defeat Otter S.C. in the final at Birmingham in a hard fought game, by two goals to one, to give us our
first success for 15 years and the fourth victory since the Club was founded in 1921. The Club was repre-
sented by the following players: W. H. Goble, F. E. Tanner (Capt.), W. F. Hunter, J. S. McKay, M. Y.
Firench-Williams, R. W. Randall and R. F. Turner—and to all of these we offer our heartiest congratula-
tions.

To continue the good work, this same team went on to win the Southern Counties ;Water Polo Cham.
plonship, again defeating Otter 8.C. in the final, this time by four goals to one, and thus k successfully
defended the title won in 1946. It is not usual to mention the performances of other clubs in 4 report of
this nature, but it is only fair to state that in these two finals the Otter team played magnificently, and to

this Club came the honour of at last lowering the Penguin colours—in the final of the Middlesex Water -

Polo Championship by five goals to four in a very close game indeed.

In addition to these successes, the Penguin second team, under the astute captaincy of J. C. Andrews,
won the Second Division of the London League for the first time in the history of the IClub, and also won
the Middlesex Junior Championship, thus partially atoning for the Senior team’s defeat in this competition.
Further, the Third team, not to be outshone by their seniors, won their section of the London League
without losing a single game in the water, although one game was lost by default due to the absence of
one player and the reserve. In this team the strong and relentless play of W. J. Smale, the captain, was
notable. :

Our Junior team was most unfortunate. At the beginning of the season it was quite strong, but the
lack of sufficient reserves together with the call of National Service, seriously drained our players until,
towards the end of the season, we were simply struggling to put a team into the water. These dificulties
have led your committee to decide upon withdrawing from the Junior competition until we have developed a
much stronger pool of reserves. It is propesed, however, to enter a fourth team in next season’s competi-
tions and this should cater amply for the more inexperienced among the seniors and the older juniors.

Stress must be laid upon the necessity of physical fitness for the forthcoming season when we remem-
ber that the backbone of our teams is the ‘‘old stager.” These stalwarts have done, and are still doing,
yeoman service but younger players must be found, or made. There is ample room for young and virie
players and, with coaching now in full swing, everyone is assured of expert and personal tuition. :

‘Without doubt the highest honours were gained by R. W. Randall, and seldom bas any player had a
more successful season. Scoring the majority of our goals, he was a great spearhead for a fine attack and
it was no surprise to hear that he had, along with W. H. Goble and F. E. Tanner, been selected for the
Olympie trials at Newport. From this he went on to captain an English trial team and finally to represent
England in matches against Sweden, ‘Wales and France. Randall has always been a beautiful ball player
and his terrific shot makes him outstanding, and to him we offer our heartiest congratulations. Four
members of the first team—J. S. McKay, F. E. Tanner, R. F. Turner and R. W. Randall—assisted
Middlesex to win the County Water Polo Championship, and two others—M. Y. Ffrench-Willams and
W. P. Hunter—also represented that County during the year.

All four teams have displayed a high standard of sportsmanship, and punctuality at both home and
away games has been an example to all. The key-note to victory has been “Teamwork and Training.”

Swimming has again had to take second place to Water Polo, but in this rather neglected branch of
the Club’s activities we have to honour the great qualities of M. Y. Ffrench-Williams who, some fifteen
years after representing Great Britain in the Olympic Games at Los Angeles, was yet again the Club’s
outstanding swimmer. To reach the final of the A.S.A. Freestyle Sprint Championship was a grand
performance and he is a model example to young swimmers everywhere. Ffrench-Williams also
represented Middlesex in the Inter-Counties’ Championship, together with club-mates D. Jackson and R.

F. Turner. Harold Deane, still swimming beautifully, was placed in two Southern Counties Championships..

The coaching of swimmers was not possible to the extent it had been hoped, due partly to the lack
of facilities on IClub Nights at Acton, when the first half-hour is rightly devoted to the Juniors and the
remaining time to Water Polo. We must, however, alsc face up to the fact that we have at present not
enough potential swimmers—as distinct from water polo players—and this unfortunate position cannot be
remedied until our younger members are released from the Forces. Our normal recruitment from the
junior ranks is now greatly impeded by the call to National Service at the age of eighteen and, until we
have overcome the initial period of two years, there is no alternative other than to “make do.”’” There are
many new members who are showing great keenness and the services of the Chief Coach, Leslie



~

Pickering, or other senior members, are alway

s available. In mentioning the Chief Coach, we should like

to state our appreciation of his unfailing efforts and to offer him our congratulations on his appointment as :
Business Manager for the British team at the European Games at Monte Carlo in September last. ?

The Junior Section has improved out of

able performance we must again look towards Jack Andrews, who has for years been considered one of the ‘
finest junior coaches in England. His efforts have had amazing results and with this dynamic personality !
in charge, we look forward once more to being the predominant Club in the country. Without singling
out any particular member of this section for special mention, it can be safely stated that no Club have a

all recognition during the past year and for this most credit. i

more whole-hearted and bard-working bunch of juniors, and we can look forward with confidence to great

things from these lads in the very near future.

To Ken Rogers, who became Junior Captain for the second

consecutive year, we extend our congratulations and in this young man the Club possesses a grand swimmer
and a most loyal member. Good work Ken. Qur best wishes also go to Weller, Barker, Wilkinson and Paice

who have joined H.M. Forces during the past

Financially the Club is in a sound positio

year.

1, mainly due to the hard work put in by officials and mem-

bers, who have steadfastly endeavoured to re-establish the Olub and to build up a large féllowing at Lime

Grove Baths. To all of these our thanks are due, and we trust that the success of the past year has been

their complete reward.

72 Askew Road, W.12.

On behalf of the Committee,
) W. ADAMS,
Hon. Secretary.
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
for the Year ended 31st December, 1947

Affiliation fees 3 6 6 Subscriptions : ‘
Entry fees (Championship ete.) ... 7 0 0 Senior 36 0 0 i
Printing, Stationery, Postages 40 4 4 Junior 810 0
Travelling expenses 80 10 10 — 8910 ©
Sundry running expenses 919 8 Donations 2111 0
Depreciation of typewriter 4 0 0 Club Night Account
Receipts 56 1 6
less—
Hire of Bath & Tickets 8¢ 2 4
—_—— 2119 2
Polo Matches
Gate Receipts ete. 8 4 6 :
less Expenses 8119 3 3
— 2 5 38 ¥
Profit on Gala _ ;
Profit for the year to date 11 5 10 {Amsterdamsche S.C. visit) 21 1 9 i
£106 7 2 | , £106 7 2 #
BALANCE SHEET at 31st December, 1947
Sundry creditors 6 9 9 Cash.: at Bank 62 5 5
Club Revenue Account . in hand 57 7 9
Balance at 1/1/47 143 12 8 119 18 2
add : Profit for the year Stock of Entertainment Tax Stamps 15 14 4
to date as above 11 5 10 Prepayment 10 0 0O
154 18 ¢ Typewriter purchased cost 20 0 0
less Depreciation 4 0 0
16 0 ¢
£161 7 6 £161 7 6

We have examined the books and vouch
drawn up therefrom.

(Signed) A. T. PULLEN,
Hon. Treasurer.

ers of the Club, and certify this account to be correctly

L. A. TRIGGS,
G. D. USHER,
Hon. Auditors.




