Hammersmith Penguins

SIR:

The Council’s recent decision to reduce Hammersmith
Penguins swimming time is deplorable. Two clubs with a
total of 115 years of tradition and achievement have
their future existence at risk because by amalgamating
they are judged by the Council to be one club and have
had to give up their bath time of many years standing
and thereby share equal time with a club in existence for

12 months.

The amalgamation of Hammersmith Ladies and Penguin SC was
greatly influenced by the report of the Amateur Swimming
Association advocating one club per pool, benefiting swimmers by

better utilisation of pool time.

This policy was echoed by
the borough council in January
*75 requesting similar action at
a meeting attended by various
swimming interests within the
borough. It was therefore
surprising that within a few
months ‘baths officials had

authorised a third newly formed -

club to use Lime Grove where
time was already at a premium.

This incomprehensible policy
of the borough is surpassed
only by the ill-informed “Angry
and.  Impassioned = pleas”

. (W.L.O. May 20) by the

councillor largely responsible
for influencing the Leisure and
Recreation Committee’s
decision to overrule the
allocation of bath hire
authorised by its own bath
management. )

The councillor rejected the

management figures of"

attendances, the basis of their
allocation of bath hire checked
by supervision nightly, as being
too low. It would appear that
the staff at Lime Grove have a
mathematical or optical
problem - or perhaps . the
councillor has never been to
Lime Grove to see for herself.

it- is ludicrous that a

" councillor, being a member of

thai ‘committee or not, and

regardless of any association

with a particular club, can

further the interests of that club
on such a critical subject as
bath time without the other club
being entitled to or given the
facility of putting its case.

The efforts of the new club as -

portrayed by Clir. Ingram as
championing the cause of
swimming in the borough is as
amusing and misleading as her
uncomplimentary remarks on
Hainmersmith Ladies not being

- energetic or competitive.

For the record, Councilior,
the club is Hammersmith
Penguins whose membership
have competed 35 times at

Olympic Games, 13 European, .

19 Empire and 64 other
internationals plus an
administration service at ASA,
Southern ' Counties and
Middlesex levels which most
clubs in the county would be
proud to record. Many
members are still serving at
national, district county and.
local level. ‘

- . The councillor is out of her

depth and should return to the
Shallow End to -acquire some
facts, or better still, leave the
administration of swimming to
those that have the knowledge,
experience and continued

interst. .
L. CHANDLER,
Hammersmith -Penguins Hon.
Junior Secretary.
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