WHAT THE PAPERS SAY

Cuttings from the Shepherds Bush Gazette.

A TOP swimming club has.

been banned from using a coun-
cil pool for water polo.

Hammersmith Council has re- |

fused to allow Hammersmith
Penguins Club to use Fulham
Pools for matches and practice.

The club’s senior sectiori had.

“asked for about three hours a week
.so they could train and hold
matches in the borough. .
Since the closure of Lime Grave
! Pools in Shepherds Bush: more
' than three years ago, the 60-strong
water. polo team — one of the top
four in the country -— has been
- without a permanent home.
They have had to rely on the
goodwill of other boroughs and

private sources to -practise- and

play matches.

Water polo facilities are avail-
able at the new Fulham Pools and
the club applied to the council to
use them.

But despite strong opposition

.frese=Labour councillors, the Tory-

controlled committee sunk the
club’s request.

The cecmmittee was told by lei-
sure director Dick Ollin that it

would cost an extra £48 an hour to

keep the pool open in the evenings
for the club. :

CRISIS .

Considering the cash crisis faced

by the council he said it would add

to the wage bill.

There would alsé be problems
with security and noise affecting
local residents, and he was con-
cerned at the low pumber of
borough people who were club
members.

. After the meéting, club officials
claimed the council had reneged on
agreements made in the last three

years for the water polo feam to-

use borough pools.
The White City Pool in

Shepherds Bush was to have beeny
its home, they said, but the facil:.
ities weren’t right and now they,

regard the latest decision as a turn-}
about on the council’s promisc-t0’
use Fulham. S

Fixtures secretary Lewis Bloot
field countered the council’s -claim
about low borough membership
saying that had happened because. i
the club had not been based. in -
Hammersmith for three years..:, .. ’
Ian Williams, competition secre-]
tary of the juniors club which ‘has |-
90 percent local membership, later
said: “The two sections of the club
have been split for some time: - .
“We are all very angry about
this.” - 4
Because of the council action 'the
club may drop Hammersmith from
its name. -
Feeling in the club is running
high and members may axe the title
at their next annual meeting.

REFERRING | to ' your
Gazete Opinion - (Gazette,
Septembex 15).- ~ ~
. As the spokegperson for the

Hammersmith Penguin Swim- . v

ming Club deputation at the
meeting of the leisure and recre-

ation services policy committee

1 naturally followed the debate

very closely. -
Despite this I still do not un-

derstand why our application
for ‘pool time at Fulham was
refused.

The three “reasons™ given
were 1) that we have insufficient

members resident within the-

borough, 2) that it is impossible
to rearrange the present time-
table to accommodate our club
and 3) that the cost to the coun-
cil of extending the opening
hours would be prohibidve.

Because of council decisions

in the past we have not been -

able to piay.within the borough
- since the closure of Lime Grove
Baths.

And it is not very surprising
that the previous 90 per cent
residents on our playing
strength has been somewhat re-
duced. ’

Yet this was the reason given
by the director of leisure and
recreation for stating that he did

not consider that we are a suit-.

able club to provide water polo
in the borough and that he
would arrange borough facilities
for water polo.

Since no one on the commit-
tee requested anm explanation I
would like through your col-
umns to ask two questions.

If it is not possible to rear-

. range the dme at thé Fulham -**

Pools to accoramodate Ham--
mersmith Penguin Swimming. - -

~ Clut how is it possible for it.to

be rearranged to find time for
the . director’s )
scheme?

If time is to be created for the
director’s scheme by extending
the opening hours how can this
be less expensive to the council
than doing the same thing for
our club? L

It would seem that the direc-
tor’s idea must be considerably
more expensive. In the first
place there would be no income
from a hiring club and secondly
as neither he nor any of the
bath’s staff has the expertise to
teach the sport

L. S. BLOOMFIELD
Hammersmith Peaguin Swimming Club

water polo .’



