when he will run over the Jones third in 15.50. I

‘In order to help achieve their goal, the season does not start f until SeptemBer ‘[ Mkoloma in the youth t"_

ater polo stars
o\ . up honours

FOUR water polo players from Hammer-
smith have been honoured by the Mayor
after guiding Britain to a medal in the

. World Masters championships.

Stephen Baker, John Barnes, Ian Grim-
wood and Paul Whatley all swim for the
iocal Hammersmith Penguins Water Polo
Club.

But earlier in the month they teamed up
‘with the very best players in the country
to form the Old Lions Masters club of
Great Britain and take on the world.

The world championships took place in
Indianapolis, America, with teams from
the USA, South America, Australia and
Europe all competing.

After three wins and one defeat in the
preliminaries, the Old Lions won through
to the medal round.

The final pool consisted of two USA
teams (Long Beach and Santa Barbara
from California) and two from Europe
(Old Lions and Szentes of Hungary).

The Lions lost narrowly 9-8 to Szentes
and then 12-11 to Santa Barbara  after
extra time in the third-place play off..

But they still picked up a medal to be-

come the first British water polo team to

wm one since the Second World War.
" The team was coached by Tony Pearce

of Kingston and hope, to compete again

when the games got to Montreal in 1994.
Other results in the tournament saw

Long Beach beat Santa Barbara in their -

semi-final, before going on clinch the title
with a 14-7 viciory over Szentes in the fi-
nal itself. ,

Water polo is growing in popularity in
Britain again after a sharp decline in re-
cent years.

Other teams in London include one in
Ealing, who-are based at Gumell Pool,
London Polytechnic and Beckenham
(who both.provided two members of the
Lions team).

- All the players returned home a couplg
of weeks ago, and there was a special
treat for the Hammersmith swimmers.

On Tuesday they were presented to the
Mayor at Hammersmith Town Hall.

The fourreceived special certificates to
mark their.achievement and were joined
by former Olympic water polo star Ron

. Turner, who competed for Britain in 1952

and 1956. Club secretary [an Williams
was also there.

@ Hammersmiih Periguins Stephen Baker, lan Grimwood, John Barnes and
Paul Whatley (cenire four) line up at the Mayor’s parlour with former Olympic
star Ron Turner (far left) and club secretary lan Williams on Tuesday
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