‘These Championships have been
great for all of the players and we've
been able to get back into match

preparation’

The final eight minutes saw both teams go
goal-for-goal until 3 penalty scored by Rachel
Drabble took Liverpool into the lead with only
four minutes remaining. With 10 seconds on the
clock, Penguin levelled the match at 9-9 to take
the semi-final into extra time. And it was Nora
Benko's goal for Penguin, with two minutes
remaining, that secured a spot in the final for
the London-based club,

Men’s semi-finals

Inarepeat of last year's men's final, 2009
champions Lancaster took on Rotherham
Metro in the semis. After a tight first period, the
teams were level with three goals each but it
was the second period that saw Lancaster
break away. GB international Tom Curwen
scored six times in the first half to help
Lancaster on their way to a 7-4 lead assisted by
some strong tactical play by the rest of the
team but the penultimate quarter saw
Rotherham’s Elliot Kelly taking them back to
within two. Going into the final quarter, great
defence from the defending champions allowed
Lancaster to extend their lead and secure their
placein the final with a 13-8 victory,

In the other semi-final Bristol were looking to
make an impression on the rest of the field
after athree year absence from the British
championships as they took on last year's
fourth-place finishers City of Manchester.
Dominating the first period, Bristol stormed
into a 5-0 lead with Craig Figes finding the back
of the net twice.

But it wasn't until the second period that
Manchester's strong tactics and great
attacking play saw them get on the scoreboard
and reduce the deficit tojust one goal. Sean
Ryder scored his third goal for Manchester to
level the match at five-all before Bristol hit back
twice to give them a 7-5 advantage. Two goals
apiece in the final eight minutes allowed Bristol
to maintain their lead to see them through to
the final. 3

Results
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>FINALS - MEN

Lancaster 13 - 7 Bristol Central
Third/fourth place play-off

Rotherham 9- 8 City of Manchester
———- ~Jyoi Manchester =~

>FINALS - WOMEN

Co Manchester 8- 7 W London Penguin
Third/fourth place play-off

City of Liverpool 15-13 City of Sheffield
P00 LMty of Sheffield

2SEMI-FINALS - MEN
Lancaster 13- 8 Rotherham
Bristol 9-7 City of Manchester

>SEMI-FINALS - WOMEN

City of Manchester15-10 City of Sheffield
W London Penguin10-9 City of Liverpool
(after extra-time)

>PRELIMINARY ROUND - MEN
= TTTART RUUND - MEN

Group A
Club Win_Loss Draw Points
—— " Loss Draw Points

Lancaster S )
BristolCentral 21 9 5 —
Cheltenham 0 0o 1
Portabello 0 0 1 1
Group B

Club Win _Loss Draw Points
CoManchester 3 0 0 g
RotherhamMet 2 | (g
Welsh Wan 1 2 (53]
Invicta (555 0 [1]
e o e e R B

AM1_Lancaster 13- 7 Portobello
AM2_Bristol Central5- 15 Cheltenham
BMI_Co Manchester12-5 invicta
BM2_Rotherham 15-9 Welsh Wan

AM3 Lancaster 18-10 Cheltenham

AM4 Bristol Central 13- 11 Portabello
— ———a . -lTortabello

BM3 Co Manchester 13- 9 Welsh Wan
BM4 Rotherham14-7 Invicta

AM5 Lancaster 1710 Bristol Central
AM6 Cheltenham1Z- 12 Portobello
BM5 Co Manchester 15- Rotherham
BM6 Welsh Wan 13- 12 Invicta
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For the latest water Polo news visit the website®

View from the ga]lefy |

as a water polo spectator and | liked what | saw, even if | am still
swatting up on the intricacies of the game,
The women's final, City of Manchester v West London Penguin,
Was a cracker of a contest. From the outset jt was close, the current
champions taking on the unruffled underdogs still high from their
extra-time victory against last year's finalists, City of Liverpool, in
the semi-final. e
Asomewhat controversial goal in the second quarter was the
fuel needed by Penguin to boost them into the thick of the action, ¢
Facing a 3 -1 deficit, they fired a quick shot on goal that just escaped
the keeper and made it a close call as to whether the ball actually :

The British Gas Championships were only my second competition

passed the posts - it was awarded nevertheless. The sidelined
Manchester players and their coach certainly didn't think so, nor
did the cameraman positioned behind the goal, who laughed at the
disputed decision. Still, it made for more exciting play as Penguin
clinched the equaliser just before the half-time break.

With no particular team allegiance, I found myself backing
Penguin purely on the grounds that | enjoyed the interaction
between the coach, Balazs Kis, and the players. The Hungarian was
feeling the tension associated with any final but with tenfold
animation - so much so that the referee awarded a yellow card for
his verbal outburst. Gradually moving closer to the edge of my seat,
I'even stunned myself when yelping out sound effects as an attack
saw the ball thunder off the crossbar. Disappointment (dare | sayit!)
followed, though, as City of Manchester sneaked an 8-7 victory.

It was good to see some of the women's finalists filter into the
stands and show support for their male counterparts. And the
men’s final, Lancaster versus Bristol, became a complete contrast
with the former defending their title with what seemed like a
particularly easy (13-7) victory despite three of their top players,
Scott Carpenter, Glen Robinson and Alex Parsonage, currently being
based in Australia.

The greatest difference I noted between the women's and men's
play was the type and leve| of communication among the squad.
Gathering between quarters, all the male players gave feedback
and tactical suggestions, not solely taking instruction from the
coach. forinstance, Bristol's time-out in the first quarter was
predominantly a re-grouping exercise for players in the pool - with
less coach-player interaction in this instance.

And it was an interesting situation when Lancaster called time-
out towards the end of the final quarter. As the team coach, Alberto
Bertolotti, walked to the edge of the pool to advise, he realised the
remainder of the team on the bench had not followed and he swiftly
reminded them they were playingin a final. Whether the players
felt, with just over two minutes left, that victory was inevitable or
not, he certainly felt that team cohesion was still necessary -and
quite right too!

KEELY DOWNEND
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www.swimming.org/britishswimming/waterpolo
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