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Minutes of Annual General Meeting 
 

24 March 2021 via Zoom, 8pm 
 

 

Agenda 
Item 

 

1 NOTICE CONVENING THE MEETING 
 
President, Louis Lemieux (LL), welcomed everyone and explained that Sarah Wren (SW), Club Secretary, 
would be chairing the meeting. 
 
SW confirmed that the notice convening the meeting had been sent out to the Club’s members in 
accordance with the Club rules. 
 
Present: Stephen Baker, Simone Bardella, Lewis Bloomfield, Karen Brown, Dave Bryan, Mark Bullerwell, 
Abelardo Cardenas, Emma Christie, Sophie Dent, Fiona Greer, Ian Grimwood (Grimbo),  
Clemence Grocholska, Louis Lemieux, Lucy Limb, Ed Matthews, Katie Messenger, Stu Moore, 
Jess Needham, Vito Palladino, Claudio Palumbo, Sue Seagroatt, Andrei Secuesu, Muneer Taskar, 
Gill Turner, Eddie Washington, Johnny Wren and Sarah Wren. 
 

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
SW read out a list of members who had sent apologies: Claire Berry, Gijs and Merlyn Crone,  
Emma Ferguson, Ashley Henley, Diane Larnder, Elliott McHugh, Alexandra Prado, Athena Ross and 
Jason Saunders. 
 
LL spoke of the recent passing of coach and Past President John (Shakey) Lake and a minute’s silence was 
held as a mark of respect. 
 
LL also marked the passing of Past President and water polo player Derek Roberts and long-serving 
Committee member, water polo player and Club Auditor, Nilo Falcini. 
 

3 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS AGM 
 
The minutes from the AGM in 2020 were proposed and seconded for acceptance. The proposal was 
carried by a majority vote. There were no objections. 
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4 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS AGM 

 
SW explained that, after reading the draft minutes from the 2020 AGM, Steve Baker had sent an email 
(see Appendix 4, page 18) in relation to Agenda Item 12.1 about the Ron Turner Memorial Trophy.  
 
As requested by Steve, SW read the email out. 
 
Lew Bloomfield responded to some of the comments made in the email.  
 
SW advised that matters raised by Steve in his correspondence regarding the Trophy had been 
considered and addressed by the Committee. 
 

5 
 

5a 

ANNUAL REPORTS 
 
President’s report  
See Appendix 1 (page 7) 
 
Matters arising: LL highlighted the hard work of the Committee. He also thanked members who had 
remained with the Club during the pandemic lockdowns. 
 

5b 
 

Treasurer’s report on the accounts for year ending December 2020 
See Appendix 2 (page 10) 
 
The Treasurer Dave Bryan (DB) summarised the position for the main Club accounts (See Appendix 2a, 
page 12): 

• Strong assets put the Club in a good position with £29,000 in the bank. 

• Senior members who continued paying monthly subs while pools were closed have built up an 
accrual on their account which will offset their monthly subs when training resumes. 

• To prevent too much money accruing senior members were asked to stop paying subs in January 
2021 and most have done so. 

• When monthly subs payments restart senior members will be asked to set up a Direct Debit rather 
than Standing Order. 

• Substantial increases in hire fees are expected when pools reopen as operators seek to recoup 
financial losses during lockdown. 

 
DB explained that, with the passing of Nilo Falcini who had been Club Auditor for several years, his 
brother Paul Bryan had kindly stepped in to audit the accounts for 2020. Since the Club Rules state that 
the Auditor should not be a relation of an existing Committee member, the Committee had passed 
a by-law to allow an exception until a new Auditor is found. 
 
Matters arising: SW explained that DB is stepping back from his role as Treasurer this year and 
Emma Christie is standing for election to take over, with DB kindly standing for election as Assistant 
Treasurer to support the handover. 
 
LL extended thanks to the Treasurer for all his work across the years and these were echoed by others 
present. 
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5c 
 

Section reports for 2020 
 

 Men’s Water Polo section 
See Appendix 3a (page 14) 
Matters arising: Thanks were given to Grimbo and Claudio Palumbo for their work with the men’s team. 
 

Women’s Water Polo section  
See Appendix 3b (page 14) 
Matters arising: Emma Christie said that Shakey will be sorely missed. 
 

Masters Swimming section 
See Appendix 3c (page 15) 
Johnny Wren advised that hopefully the Masters will return to swimming in week commencing  
17 May. Some members had returned to their home countries during the pandemic but there have been 
some new membership enquiries. 
There were no matters arising. 
 

Hillingdon Junior Water Polo section 
See Appendix 3d (page 16) 
Sue Seagroatt said that the section was looking forward to a return to the water from 18 April and 
thanked Grimbo, DB and SW for their help in supporting the section. 
There were no matters arising. 
 

Latymer Junior Water Polo section 
See Appendix 33 (page 17) 
Claudio Palumbo expressed sadness amongst the Latymer Juniors at the passing of John Lake. He said 
the section was ready to get back in the water and enthusiastic to do so with many new members ready 
to join. 
There were no matters arising. 
 

SW thanked all the section leaders for their hard work. 
 

6 ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS 
 

The reports were proposed, seconded and accepted by a majority vote. There were no objections. 
 

7 CLUB TROPHY WINNERS 
 

SW introduced the Club’s two main awards and gave the names of the winners for 2020: 
 

Ron Turner Memorial Trophy: Elliot McHugh, recognising his contribution to the Club and his 
involvement with Swim England, during lockdown. Olly Castell was highly commended. 
 

Rob Derbyshire Memorial Trophy:  Claudio Palumbo, recognising his work in co-ordinating the successful 
‘Chat with Champions’ sessions and his appointment as the National Coach for the Boys U17 Water Polo 
Team. 
 

SW congratulated the winners and confirmed that the Trophies will be presented when it is possible to 
do so.  
 

Claudio Palumbo said that he was honoured to have received the award. 

https://londonpenguin.com/history/ron-turner-memorial-trophy/
https://londonpenguin.com/history/rob-derbyshire-memorial-trophy/
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8 RESOLUTIONS 

 
SW introduced the following resolution that she had proposed on behalf of the Committee, and which 
had been seconded by Lew Bloomfield: 
 

Update of the Club Rules to reflect: 
 
• ASA's re-branding to Swim England (SE) 
• changes in the names of external policies, laws, guidelines and regulations 
• the use of gender-neutral language (changing 'he/she and his/hers' to 'they/their') 
• modern ways of working such as contacting Club members by email and using electronic 

banking 
• Swim England's requirement to have a Chairperson and the Committee's belief that we require 

this role to lead development of the Club 
• a distinction between the responsibilities of the Chairperson role and the President 
• alignment with Swim England's most recent model constitution making it easier for the Club to 

complete SE's new annual 'Stronger Affiliation' process 
• a desire to improve usability by breaking up longer Rules in sub-parts. 
 
A copy of the updated rules can be found here: https://londonpenguin.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/Rules-of-West-London-Penguin-Swimming-and-Water-Polo-Club-
proposed.pdf 
 
A copy of the current rules can be found here: https://londonpenguin.com/club-rules/ 

 
The resolution was carried by a majority vote and there were no objections. 
 
SW explained that the updated rules will need to be verified by Swim England London and thereafter will 
be adopted by the Club and published on the website. 
 
Lew Bloomfield complimented the work that had gone into updating the rules. 
 
LL highlighted the Rules as being fundamental in guiding how the Club is run and encouraged members 
to read them. 
 

https://londonpenguin.com/club-rules/


 

 
AGM 2021 Minutes Page 5 

 

 
9 

 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
The following members, who had been nominated and seconded in accordance with the Club rules, were 
elected by a majority vote with no objections: 
 

President 
Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer 
Assistant Treasurer 
Membership Secretary 
Club Captain 
Men's Water Polo Manager 
Women's Water Polo Manager 
Junior Water Polo Manager 
Masters Swimming Manager 
Marketing Manager 
Elected Member 
Elected Member 
Elected Member 

Fiona Greer 
Sarah Wren 
- 
Emma Christie 
Dave Bryan 
- 
- 
- 
- 
Claudio Palumbo 
Johnny Wren 
- 
Jess Needham 
Mark Bullerwell 
- 

  
SW explained that she had been covering the role of Membership Secretary for many years but can no 
longer continue. She appealed for someone to take on this responsibility otherwise the Club will not be 
able to accept new members and complete SE renewals. 
 
SW explained that Grimbo is currently acting as Welfare Officer which precludes him being Men’s Water 
Polo Team Manager. She urged someone to step into that role and made the same call to fill the other key 
vacant post of Women’s Water Polo Manager. 
 
Ian Grimwood thanked LL for his three years as President, in particular his attendance as a supporter at 
matches across the sections. 
 

10 WELCOME OUR NEW PRESIDENT 
 
LL thanked Lew Bloomfield for inviting him to be President three years ago and said he was glad he 
accepted. 
 
LL symbolised handing over the President’s chain of office to Fiona Greer (FG) by draping it around his 
laptop.  
 
FG told how she was surprised to have been asked to be President and hoped she would do justice to the 
role. She acknowledged that times are challenging at present, and the passing of John Lake is a particular 
loss, but we have strong base of juniors who will be our strength going forward. 
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11 POWER TO ACT AS TO FINANCE 

 
The Committee’s power to act as to finance was approved by a majority vote. There were no objections. 
 

12 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
SW read out a message from former Penguins Bryan and Shella Randall now residing in Australia:  
 

Please pass on to the AGM our hearty congratulations at the club reaching its 100th year,  and I am so 
proud of my part of the history of the club’s great water polo past. 
 
I will always remember playing in goal when we won the national club championship in 1965 at Walsall 
with those great icons & teammates such as Ron Turner, Martin Dye, Les Baldwin etc. 

 
Mark Bullerwell, chair of the Penguin 100 (P100) sub-committee, explained that although our centenary is 
this year, the pandemic has forced celebrations to be delayed until 2022. He thanked everyone who had 
helped to date with the P100 plans which currently include a gala dinner and other activities. He said that 
additional help would be welcome and asked if anyone has Penguin photos to please send them to him or 
to SW. 
 

13 Closure of the meeting 
 
SW thanked everyone for coming.  
 
Lew Bloomfield complimented SW for how she had conducted the meeting and this was supported by 
others present. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.17pm. 
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Appendix 1 
 
President’s Report for 2020 
 
What a year. How many novelists or script writers would have dared to make this up? 
 
My job here is to report and reflect on the year 2020 for our Club. Personally, and from what I have heard from 
other members, the year has been generally difficult physically and psychologically and, perhaps most clearly, 
socially, with a few nice moments (personally: certainly). However, it has clearly been a very bad year when 
considering our single most important quantifiable ‘outcome’, which is the total number of hours in the pool: 
A shortfall of unimaginable scale, at least as far as my speculative powers are concerned. And in terms of 
competitive activity, a total wipe-out.  
 
So I must focus the rest of this report on what actually happened - which is not as much fun as swimming and 
playing, or even training - namely: talking, listening, reading, writing, and sitting.  
 
When I sat down to write this, I felt like starting with ‘Don’t you go thinking that the Club (Committee and 
coaches) has been sitting on its hands all year’. I feel that your Club’s Committee1 has been as active as ever, 
perhaps even more so, trying to adjust, anticipate and plan. Your Committee members care a lot about 
Penguin. Their work resulted in what I believe was as much pool time as could be achieved in 2020, although I 
admit that might seem a small amount compared to a distant past. For this to happen required extensive 
work, co-ordinated by Grimbo and Sue, working closely with all of our pool providers. In particular, I want to 
acknowledge the support from Will at the Latymer Sports Centre. 
 
Personally, I have used every opportunity to make the case in the public domain for a rational, evidence-based 
approach to the use of swimming pools. It seems pretty clear that the mitigation protocols resulted in a very 
low COVID-19 transmission rate associated with swimming pools 
(https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/catherine-west-open-pools/). On the other hand, the benefits of 
swimming and aquatic sports in general are all too clear; to me, the balance of risks seems to favour a return 
to the pools sooner than later. As a person who tends to follow the guidance and rules quite strictly (but not 
beyond – I also exploit the opportunities for freedom that remain available) I am quite concerned about the 
impact of lockdowns on our general physical and mental health. I worry about it at least as much as about 
COVID. The risks (and benefits) of doing something vs the risks (and benefits) of doing nothing – always and for 
everything. 
 
So, what are my (other) highlights of this peculiar year? Starting in the local and immediate, again, the 
fantastically diligent work of your Committee stands out, including initiatives such as Claudio Palumbo’s online 
Chat with Champions. Then there were the Zoom fitness sessions run by the Hillingdon Penguin coaching 
team, by Claudio and Rumen for the whole Club and by Sarah, Johnny and Jess for the masters swimmers.  
Great stuff. 
 
Our Club’s finances are healthy, under the fantastically dedicated work of Treasurer Dave. Although hoping to 
retire from Committee this year after eons of managing our coffers, Dave has kindly offered to stay on for one 
more year as Assistant Treasurer to support a smooth handover to the new Treasurer.  We owe him a huge 
amount of gratitude. *Thank you very, VERY MUCH, DAVE* 
 
Furthermore, Grimbo’s dedication to the Club was recognised in the form of Swim England London’s 
Certificate of Recognition for Long Service to Aquatics 2020.  
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Of particular note is Grimbo’s work in co-ordinating our successful submission to Swim England's new 
requirements for ‘Stronger Affiliation’, again with the help of Sarah and also with Jess whose legal experience 
has steered us through the creation of a Privacy Policy. 
 
And this is my opportunity to thank all members who continued to pay their subscriptions while training was 
suspended.  
 
The 2020 award of the Ron Turner Memorial Trophy went to ELLIOT MCHUGH. Fantastic work in and out of the 
water Elliott. Well done. Also, Olly Castell was highly commended. 
 
The Rob Derbyshire Memorial Trophy was awarded to CLAUDIO PALUMBO, recognising the credit he brought 
to the Club in 2020 through the Chat with Champions series and his appointment as U17 Boys National Coach 
and bringing new ideas, a lot of experience and energy in what he does for Penguin and British water polo. 
 
I am extremely happy with our choice of new President, Fiona Greer! 
 
I am sad about the passing of some Penguins in 2020: Past President, water polo player, old personal friend 
and ex-lane-swimming partner Derek Roberts, and Nilo Falcini, who served on the Committee for many years 
as well as being a great goalie for our masters water polo team. You will find more about their contributions to 
the Club at https://londonpenguin.com/blog/. 
 
Looking ahead… I want to mention the embryonic plan for a strategic alliance with a fantastic Neapolitan 
sports club, Posillipo. Their water polo team is one of the most famous in the world, with numerous national 
and European championships, and dozens of Olympians. I had the pleasure of meeting their President, 
Vincenzo Semeraro, and Sports Vice-President, Antonio Ilario, last September during a short trip to Naples2. 
The visit was very nicely hosted by Claudio who basically spent his youth in the club from the age of 5 (he took 
breaks to eat and sleep at home!). The Posillipo club has a wonderful location by the sea – you just want to 
jump in the water, while admiring Vesuvius across the famous Bay of Naples (which is a gulf by the way). 
I think that it would be great to build a special relationship with them, with occasional visits for shared training 
sessions. And they seemed very keen to organise activities with us in London too. 
 
2021 is our centenary year, however the celebrations will take place in 2022 for obvious reasons. This project 
is in the hands of a dedicated sub-committee called P1003, which is chaired by Mark Bullerwell.  I know that 
Mark is keen to hear all suggestions you may have for this event. 
 
This is my last report as President, a role I really enjoyed. It was a great privilege, and I will never forget how 
Lew Bloomfield caught me totally by surprise by suggesting that I could be nominated. It was in the canteen at 
Ponds Forge and I was genuinely shocked. Thanks Lew! Normally, I would physically hand over the presidential 
chain to Fiona at this AGM, but that will not be possible. And sending it by post would be odious so I’m keeping 
it!  
 
Fiona, I wish you a great Presidency and am looking forward to working with you on the Committee a bit 
longer. 
 
A big thank you to Sarah, without whom the Club’s life would be much harder. 
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Take care everyone – and until we get back to the pools, try to keep moving as much as possible. I would even 
go as far as recommending cycling (albeit preferably on quiet roads and dedicated cycling paths). 
 
Louis Lemieux 
 
 
 
1 Club Committee members: Dave Bryan (Treasurer), Mark Bullerwell (Co-opted as P100 sub-committee chair), 
Emma Christie (Women’s Water Polo Manager), Fiona Greer (President Elect), Ian Grimwood (Welfare 
Manager), Ella Irwin (Club Captain), John Lake (Co-opted as Past President), Louis Lemieux (President), Jess 
Needham (Elected Member), Vito Palladino (Elected Member), Claudio Palumbo (Junior Water Polo Manager), 
Gill Turner (Co-opted as Past President), Johnny Wren (Masters Swimming Manager) and Sarah Wren 
(Secretary, Membership Secretary and Marketing Manager). 
 
2I spent seven wonderful weeks in Rome last summer. I mention this because I had an attack of lower-back 
pain (that sent me to a beautiful and ancient hospital in the centre of the city) that I blame partly on four 
months without swimming last Spring. The primary injury to my back is decades old but was never this 
debilitating. 
 
3P100 sub-committee members: Mark Bullerwell, Fiona Greer, Ian Grimwood, Ella Irwin, Louis Lemieux and 
Claudio Palumbo.
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Appendix 2 
 
Treasurer’s report on the accounts for year ending December 2020 
 
Main Club Accounts (covering Masters Swimming, Men’s and Women’ Senior Water Polo) 
I am pleased to report that the overall Club finances remain very healthy despite 2020 being a very difficult 
year.  
 
The support of members who have continued to pay monthly subscriptions through the pool closures means 
we are well placed to start up again when conditions allow.  
 
In line with our commitment at the last AGM, we have accrued subs payments from senior members who paid 
throughout the periods when there was no pool time. The accrued funds will be applied as credit to members’ 
accounts against their future subs payments.  
 
Given that we had accrued a lot of subs funds at the end of the year (£7,463) the Committee asked members 
to stop paying subs from the end of January 2021 as it remained uncertain when pools will re-open and 
training will restart.  
 
Where a member has accrued credit, it will be used to cover the Club’s annual membership fee for 2021 and, 
when we return to the water, monthly subs will be deducted from it before asking the member to restart their 
monthly payments. When payments become due for monthly subs, rather than asking members to reinstate 
standing orders, we will move everyone to Direct Debits which will ease some of the administrative burden in 
administering finances. We have already piloted the Direct Debit system with Committee members, and it’s 
proved to be easy to implement. 
 
Overall, the Club’s financial position (Appendix 2a, page 12) remains very strong with net assets at the year-
end of £28,599. This allows for accrual of the subs funds of £7,463 carried forward on behalf of members to 
2021.  
 
The significant reduction in both income and expenditure compared with the previous year reflects the impact 
of COVID-19 on pool closure and competition cancellation.  
 
The overall surplus in 2020 largely reflects that senior water polo subs are set at a level to cover costs for 
London Water Polo League and British Water Polo League entry fees, neither of which occurred. 
 
At this stage we have not produced any budget for 2021 as there’s too much uncertainty about our situation 
when water-based training resumes. We potentially face significant increases in hire costs as pools re-open. 
There is also going to be fierce competition with other clubs as we all try to secure the limited pool time 
available as usage is phased back in.  
 
Just to set the scene: prior to lockdown at the start of December we had started conversations with London 
Aquatic Centre (LAC) for pool time. Negotiations were difficult with the operator looking for a 50% increase in 
their pre-COVID hire costs despite restrictions on bather-load and how the pool could be used.  
 
However, we are very well placed financially to be able to make early commitments when negotiations start, 
and the intention is to use Club reserves to see pool time stabilize before reviewing and implementing subs 
increases that have been outlined at the last two AGMs.  
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Juniors Water Polo (Hillingdon Penguin and Latymer Penguin) 
The two Junior Water Polo sections run on an independent basis given their different set ups. 
 
Hillingdon is a direct ring-fenced part of the Club and accounts are presented (Appendix 2b, page 13). 
This section continues to run successfully under the capable management of Sue Seagroatt. Akin to the main 
Club accounts, the Hillingdon outcome reflects an unusual year but the financial position remains robust.  
 
During the pool closures Zoom fitness sessions were offered in lieu of pool-based training so there is no 
accrual on subs, and the accounts reflect payments received and made during the year. The net resources of 
the section stand at £11,919. 
 
Latymer is a joint venture in conjunction with Claudio, our Head Water Polo Coach, and Nautilus, which 
manages the pool at Latymer Sports Centre. As a separate venture no accounts are provided for this section 
although the Club retains full control of the finances and all the Juniors are registered with Swim England as 
members of the main Club. 
 
Summary 
As the Club reaches the significant milestone of its centennial anniversary in one of the most challenging 
environments that any of us can recall, I am pleased that we can demonstrate a very strong and resilient 
financial position to take us forward for the future.  
 
We are well placed to negotiate and obtain pool time when pools re-open. For senior masters swimmers and 
water polo members, your Committee plans to retain current subs levels until such time as our pool hire and 
competition entry costs become clear, then a revised budget can be established to establish whether subs 
increases are necessary. 
 
Over the last couple of years I have flagged my intention to step down from the role as Treasurer this year 
after 40 years as a Committee member. I am pleased that, pending election at the AGM, Emma Christie has 
agreed to take on the role. I will stay on as Assistant Treasurer for another year to help with a smooth 
handover.  
 
Finally, it is with deep sorrow that we learnt of the passing of Nilo Falcini last year. Nilo had been a very long-
standing member of the Club, Committee Member, former Treasurer and in recent years the Club Auditor. In 
the absence of an Auditor this year, Paul Bryan who is Treasurer of the LWPL agreed to audit the Club accounts 
for this year and I appreciate the Committee’s support to allow this as an exception to the Club Rules for a 
related family member to do this in this unusual year. I have agreed that, once I have completely resigned 
from the Committee, I will take on the role of Club Auditor for future years. 
 
Dave Bryan 
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Appendix 2a 
 
Main Account 
 
Income and Expenditure 01/01/2020 - 31/12/2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Balance Sheet as at 31/12/2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have examined the above Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure account of the West London Penguin Swimming and Water Polo Club, with the books, 
accounts and vouchers produced to me, and in my opinion, they reflect the financial position of the Club at the date of the Balance Sheet and are in accordance 
with the books of the Club.  
 
Signed: 

Expenditure £ £   Income £ £  
 2020 2019    2020 2019  
Pool Hire 11.406 23.633   Subscriptions 15,053 27,234  
Entries 2,388 8,029   Membership Fees 6,999 8,210  
SE Registrations 6,773 7,441   Other Income 1,117 514  
Coaching Fees - -   Grant Income - 210  
Sundry 908 2,213   Deposit a/c Interest 18 36  
Subs refund 43 103   Income 885 2,660  
     Dinner Dance - -  
Surplus / (Deficit) 2,555 (2,556)       

 24,073 38,864    24,073 38,864  

Accumulated Capital Fund £ £   Assets  £ £  
 2020 2019    2020 2019  
Balance Brought Forward 26,044 28,599   Building Society 15,006 5,850  
Surplus / (Deficit) 2,555 (2,556)   Bank Current 11,078 6,356  
     Bank Deposit 15,360 15,348  
     Accrued Income (7,463) (103)  
     Accrued Expenditure (5,383) (1,407)  

 28,599 26,044    28,599 26,044  
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Appendix 2b 
 
Hillingdon Junior Account 
 
Income and Expenditure 01/01/2020 - 31/12/2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Balance Sheet as at 31/12/2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I have examined the above Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure account of the West London Penguin Swimming and Water Polo Club, with the books, 
accounts and vouchers produced to me, and in my opinion, they reflect the financial position of the Club at the date of the Balance Sheet and are in accordance 
with the books of the Club.  
 
Signed: 

Expenditure £ £   Income £ £  
 2020 2019    2020 2019  
Pool Hire 4,351 8,992   Subscriptions 9,920 15,214  
Entries 350 965   Other Income 993 1,254  
Coaching Fees 3,208 4,690   Grant Income 1,118 1,500  
Sundry 1,000 5,241   Kit - 1,326  
SE Registrations 1,201 1,381       
Surplus / (Deficit) 1,922 (1,975)       

 12,031 19,294    12,031 19,294  

Accumulated Capital Fund £ £   Assets  £ £  
 2020 2019    2020 2019  
Balance Brought Forward 9,997 11,972   Bank Current 11,919 10,430  
Surplus / (Deficit) 1,922 (1,975)   Accrual  (433)  
         

 11,919 9,997    11,919 9,997  
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Appendix 3 
 
Section reports 
 
3a Men's Water Polo report for 2020 
 
Unfortunately, as you may expect due to the COVID-19 restrictions there is little to report for the 2020/21 
season.  
 
There were no local or national leagues played as they were cancelled in line with Government restrictions 
imposed to contain the virus.  
 
There was little water polo possible, but some training took place between lockdowns at Latymer pool for the 
Senior Men while public pools remained closed. Mainly only lane swimming was allowed for over-18s during 
the periods when Club training was possible.  
 
Online strength and conditioning training was made available during the lockdowns. The Zoom programme 
was kindly organised by Claudio and Chrysi and the sessions were run by Ruman supported by Elliot 
performing the exercises. 
 
We are currently expecting to resume senior water polo training by 17 May in line with the Government and 
Swim England guidelines, and start playing matches again soon after 21 June. The indication is that Latymer 
will be open and available; we have no information yet regarding our other pools but we expect to hear about 
their availability soon. We await confirmation on what the Summer London League will look like in 2021, but 
we do expect that British Water Polo League and London League will be back for the 2021/22 Winter Season as 
usual. 
 
It was unfortunate that COVID-19 came along to thwart us just as we had gained momentum with the teams 
and were achieving success moving into the Penguin centenary year. However, despite the enforced break, the 
future is still looking bright for the squads, and the players and coaching staff are all raring to get going again 
once the starting gates are opened and we all able to get back into the water.  
 
We will be trying hard to achieve more success in 2021/22 and will be looking to bring a trophy or two along 
with us to the planned centenary celebrations ahead. 
 
Ian Grimwood 
 
 
3b Women's Water Polo report for 2020 
 
2020 was a very strange year for the Women's Water Polo section, as it has been for the rest of the Club.  
 
With constant changes to lockdowns, restrictions around pool usage and training arrangements, and no 
competition to prepare for, we’ve been trying to keep fit in and out of the pool.  
 
We started the year with team Zoom workouts and have enjoyed getting back to training whenever this has 
been possible. A special thank you to Grimbo, Claudio and Rumen for making these sessions happen!  
 



 

 
AGM 2021 Minutes Page 15 

 

Many of the ladies have taken up running and cycling but we are really looking forward to getting back in the 
pool and returning to water polo. 
 
Emma Christie 
 
 
3c Masters Swimming report for 2020 
 
It was a very disrupted year for the Masters Swimming section due to the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
At the start of the year, we welcomed lots of new swimmers taking our cohort to 39 members: close to an  
all-time high. We were making the most of our three sessions a week at Fulham Pools, St Pauls School and 
Latymer Sports Centre. 
 
In February, Emma Fergusson qualified on the RLSS National Rescue Award for Swimming Teachers and 
Coaches. Then in March seven of us competed the STA Level 2 Lifeguarding course. These qualifications allow 
us to cover lifeguarding duties at our sessions which periodically required. 
 
Then it all changed. 
 
Our pools were closed from mid-March to start of August, for the whole of November and the second half  
of December. A number of Penguins kept swimming at open water venues, with some people taking to the 
lakes, reservoirs and rivers for the first time. 
 
During the lockdowns we introduced twice weekly Zoom fitness sessions and Friday Night virtual pub nights 
and quizzes. Thank you and ‘Namaste’ to Jess for the midweek yoga stretch workouts. And thank you to 
Muneer for bringing us together in a couple of Zoom cook-alongs. 
 
After each lockdown we were extremely lucky to get back two of our weekly sessions very quickly; here we 
must acknowledge the part played by Grimbo as the Club’s COVID Lead in making this happen. The Sunday 
lunchtime sessions at Latymer Sports Centre in August and September even allowed us to socialise at 
post-swim picnics in Ravenscourt Park. 
 
Jesse Kelly generously continued to coach at our Latymer sessions across the year and we’d like to say a big 
thank you to him for the time and effort he puts in. Thanks also to all those swimmers who continued to pay 
their monthly subs during the pool closures. 
 
Across the closure months we were sad to say goodbye to some of our swimmers as they returned to their 
home countries and our membership was around 32 at the end of December. 
 
A ’normal’ year would see us having about 130 training sessions, but COVID-19 meant we only had 62 sessions 
in 2020. Despite everything, Katie Messenger managed to attend on 50 occasions – respect! 
 
Johnny Wren 
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3d Hillingdon Penguin Juniors Water Polo report for 2020 
 
The junior water polo section of the Club based in Uxbridge, Hillingdon, has remained remarkably healthy; 
adapting well to face the challenges thrown at us in 2020. Overall membership went down slightly to 55.  
At the end of February, the pool management at Hillingdon SLC changed (after 20 years) from Fusion to GLL.  
 
Our coaching team are Will Hames: Beginners; Mickey Tritto: Development and U12s team; 
Shaun Hill: Intermediate and U14 team; Adam Maidment: Advanced and U16 team. 
They were hard at work in the Spring studying for qualifications: Adam passed his level 2 and Mickey took 
Level 1, coaching water polo. 
 
The year got off to a cracking start in the first few months. We had U12, U14 and U16 teams enjoying 
competing in the LWPL. Many thanks to Chris Martin and Paul Bryan for all their work running the London 
League, we have really missed it. 
 
In February we started a girls’ training session at a pool in Ruislip. 
 
Then everything ground to a halt when Swim England advised we stop training on 17 March. Fortunately, we 
just squeezed in a fun tournament at our last session. 
 
From May to August, the coaches used Zoom to keep the kids engaged. They delivered three lots of sessions, 
according to age group, including strength and conditioning, tactics and even a quiz. It was brilliant to see 
Shaun, Adam and Mickey front these sessions – all in their different styles – and amazing to see the 
determination of the children joining in from kitchens, bedrooms and even hallways. We are very grateful to 
busy families for supporting this and allowing us into their homes. 
 
Hillingdon Sports and Leisure Centre re-opened its indoor pool at the end of July, but its use was restricted. A 
mountain of work went in to drawing up COVID-compliant procedures to persuade GLL to allow the Club to 
start retraining back in the pool on 20 September. After much form filling, we got the children back in the 
water having created a booking system, and a socially-distanced set up. 
 
Training sessions ran until the start of November, when we had to break again, but we managed to resume in 
December. Initially we were obliged to be cautious, so we were mostly lane swimming, with some water polo 
moves. But towards the end we held a couple of fun tournaments, to the delight of the children. 
 
With no competing nor parties, we just stuck to making the termly Jack Petchey Awards which went to Will 
Hames (March), Lize Crone (June), Bailey Sapsed (November) and a Jack Petchey Leader Award to Adam 
Maidment in March. Well done all of you! 
 
Thank you for the continued amazing parental support. Although we had to keep our parents outside the pool 
in the Autumn, they have encouraged their children to train, sent us positive messages and supported all our 
COVID measures. Thanks in particular to Adrian and Sam for being our volunteer COVID supports. 
 
Many thanks also to Swim England for their COVID guidance and webinars. We are indebted to Grimbo and 
Jon Lane from Northampton water polo for advice with the COVID set up. And of course to Sarah for 
everything she does and to Dave for his endless patience and support with the accounts. 
 
Sue Seagroatt 
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3e Latymer Penguin Juniors Water Polo report for 2020 
 
About this horrible year, unfortunately we couldn’t operate in the pool as we deserved. In this period we went 
in the water only from August to December without playing in any competitions. Anyway we kept all our 
young athletes engaged with a lot of initiatives. 
 
From April to August we ran online training sessions, open to all Penguins: we had eight hours a week where 
our coaches delivered gym sessions for U12, U14, U16 and over-18 boys and girls. Attendance was impressive, 
we had more than 60% of our Latymer Penguin and senior water polo players always online. From the end of 
August until 19 December we were back in the pool following the Swim England guidelines. Thanks to a huge 
organisation directed by Ian Grimwood and Chrysi Maiali we organised a safe strategy to give water training 
time four days a week for a total of 14 hours a week. 
 
This period was very important to advertise our water polo sessions and we have around 40 new members 
waiting for return in the pool; 80% of them are under 12s which is a great success for our future! 
 
Under the PenguInspiration banner we created ‘Chat with Champions’, Zoom Q&A sessions with some of the 
world’s best water polo athletes, for Penguins to meet Olympians past and present. Sincere thanks to Carlo 
Silipo, Tania Di Mario and Isabella Riccioli (ITA), Brenda Villa (USA), Igor Milanovic (SRB), Yannis Iannouris,  
Takis Dimou, Angelos Vlahopoulos (GRE) and Antonio Pektovic (CRO) for spending time with us. 
 
We are very proud of the attendance at Chat with Champions: we counted more than 500 registrants into the 
six sessions and we are happy to announce that we will continue to use the Penguin Zoom account to invite 
other celebrities in the future. 
 
We used the lockdown time also for planning a better future for our young players. We are excited to inform 
you that we have confirmed participation in the next HaBaWaBa Festival in July for U12 and U14 Penguin 
teams (www.habawaba.com). The competition will be played in Italy if COVID-19 allows. At the same time we 
want to announce that we are ready to book two new training sessions in Ealing and at London Aquatic Centre 
to recruit new players in those areas when the pools reopen. 
 
Last but not less important is the achievement of our players on the national and regional stage: 
• Elliot McHugh and Toby Roberts are still engaged with the U19 Boys England Team. 
• Charles Kingsmill, Josh Luff, Theo Pliner and Andre Savic are in the GBR U17 Boys selection for the 

European Championships Qualification. 
• Elliot McHugh and Theo Pliner are part of the London Swimming Youth Panel. 
 
As we begin to celebrate the Club’s Centenary, I hope 2021 will be the start of new era where Penguin can 
achieve more and more great results. 
 
The Latymer Penguin coaching team:  

• Ian ‘Grimbo’ Grimwood – Team Manager, Goalkeeper Coach • Kris Serfozo – U14 and U12 Coach 

• Claudio Palumbo – Head Coach • John ‘Shakey’ Lake – U15 Girls Coach 

• Rumen Kurtev – U16 and U14 Coach • Emanuela Muoio – Assistant Coach 
 
Claudio Palumbo 



 

 
AGM 2021 Minutes Page 18 

 

Appendix 4 
 
From: Steve Baker 
To: Louis Lemieux; Sarah Wren 
Date: 22/11/2020 10:55 
RE: Ron turner trophy letter - response 
 
Dear both 
 
Thank you for the correspondence. 
 
I have now read the minutes of the AGM of 23rd September, published 22st November and am rather 
concerned by the minutes and write to comment and correct some really unpleasant comments. 
 
First you new guidelines seem unchanged to me with the exception of the removal of the personal trophy for 
the winner.  
Please reinstate this condition or advise why it was removed. 
  
I now take it that the Committee has accepted its failings over the past few years of failing to award. 
  
Regarding the minutes pages 5 and 6 I write to correct some factual errors and seek that these be included in 
the final minutes. 
 
To be absolutely clear, the original guidelines were put to the Committee in the correct way, discussed and 
agreed in Committee. 
 
Anyone claiming that they were not is simply lying. The Statement is therefore false. 
 
Who were the present people who helped to fund who said they could not remember? 
With the passage of time do you really expect this to be remembered with this degree of exactitude? 
Furthermore, if you would like me to send you the correspondence that was sent to all contributors including 
the committee please ask. 
 
The point of the trophy not being held by the winner and them being given a personal trophy is that it is made 
of wood and therefore has a potential to being damaged. The first awards saw the winner photographed and 
the trophy safely looked after. 
 
If in your wisdom this condition is overwritten the winner takes the trophy home, please advise whether you 
have insured it against damage. 
 
I therefore require that this renunciation of the lie be put in the minutes as otherwise the “official“ record will 
appear as a falsehood. 
 
I look forward to your response. 
 
Regards 
 
Stephen Baker 


